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UK Council 
Vacancies:  
“are you up to 
the challenge?”
The UK Council seat for the North West Region is vacant; 
nominations are welcome.  The term of office will be effective 
immediately on election to the position, the term ending on 
30th June 2018. 

Please contact the Executive Secretary, Karen Wellings,  
to discuss further or to request a nomination pack:  
email karenw@sor.org or tel 020 7740 7203.  

Completed nomination forms must be returned to the 
Chief Executive Officer, Richard Evans, by Monday, 21st 
September.  Postal address:  Society of Radiographers, 207 
Providence Square, Mill Street, London SE1 2EW.

Prostate Cancer UK is calling 
for applications for its Research 
Innovation Awards Scheme. The 
programme awards researchers 
with as much funding as they 
need to carry out novel and 
potentially game-changing 
research.

The deadline for applications is 
noon on 7 September, so don’t 
delay! Shortlisted candidates 
will be informed at the end 
of October, and final full stage 
applications are due in December. 
Final funding decisions will be 

made in April 2016.
Applications must conform 

with PCUK’s research strategy, 
demonstrating the innovative 
nature of the research and how 
it will lead to improved health 
and wellbeing of men affected by 
prostate cancer.

This scheme will fund both 
fundamental and clinical research 
(and all stages in between), but 
is it important that the research 
focuses on benefits for patients at 
each stage. To apply, visit: 

bit.ly/1ECcLD6

Prostate cancer fund 
for innovative research

The prostate brachytherapy team 
at the Kent Oncology Centre have 
performed the first 4Dimensional 
Brachytherapy implant using a new 
specialised piece of equipment 
called a manual isoloader.

Prior to using this innovative 

treatment technique, patients 
attended the department on three 
separate occasions; during one of 
which they would have a detailed 
ultrasound study of the prostate. 

This involved taking multiple 
images with a rectal probe to 

identify the placement for the 
seeds, and enabled the treatment 
to be pre-planned for the implant 
to be performed four weeks later. 
The strands of seeds were ordered 
ahead of time.

The new technique utilises the 
use of ultrasound to implant a 
combination of standard stranded 
seeds around the edge of the 
prostate gland and custom seed 
strands within the centre of the 
gland. The strands are built on 
a manual isoloader. Christine 
Richards, Head of Radiotherapy 
Services, explains: “As the implant 
is performed, all of the needles and 
seeds are identified and captured on 
our planning computer system. 

“This means that we can continue 
to plan and make adjustments during 
the procedure according to the 
doses calculated after each needle 
has been implanted. This ensures 
that the position of the seeds and 
the overall implant provides an ideal 
dose within the prostate at the time 
of the implant.”

This new technique benefits the 
patient by enabling the team to 
accurately plan and perform the 
implant on the same day.

There are other advantages too, as 
Christine points out: “The ultrasound 
taken to order the stranded seeds 
is much faster, less invasive, and in a 
more comfortable position for the 
patients. The insertion of a catheter 
is not required during the ultrasound, 
which our patients appreciate. 

“We are working towards taking 
the ultrasound measurements 
on the same day as other 
appointments to reduce the 
number of appointments that the 
patient has to attend.”

Time spent pre-planning the 
implants is reduced, as is the 
waiting time between scans. Fewer 
needles tend to be used in the 
new technique, which results in less 
trauma to the prostate, and reduces 
recovery time.

Concludes Christine: “This a really 
positive advance in the treatment of 
our prostate cancer patients.”

Kent Oncology Centre 
performs world’s first 4D 
brachytherapy technique

First class: The Kent Oncology Centre’s brachytherapy team.


